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Oagood, and Bryant; but "The Literati" was a series of papers, not called forth by current books, but a sort of "Autography" expanded, and probably made up all he had yet written of his projected work on our literature.    " The Literati" proper, which began to appear in May and continued through six numbera, dealt with thirty-eight authors resident in New York, and Poe professed to give in the main not merely his own opinion of them, but that of literary society as expressed in private.   The sketches themselves  are distinctly the work of a magazinist, both in conception and execution; in. fact, they are simply somewhat hurriedly recorded impressions of literary people and their works, interspersed, according to Foe's inveterate habit, with extracts from, or paraphrases of, his old book-reviews since tbe time of the " Messenger." Being written with perfect frankness, and in that spirit of oblivious indifference to what the world would say which had won a hearing for Foe's criticism, the series was the literary hit of the season. Few of these characterizations (they include personal as well as literary qualities) are in any way humiliating to their subjects.    None, it is true, not even that of Mrs. Osgood, is unreservedly lauda-tory; but if limitations of capacity are marked out sharply and freely, praise is, as a rule, generously ,given within the bounds.   Against Lewis Gaylord 'CJlark, of " The Knickerbocker," Poe bad an old grudge, and just at i;Ms time Briggs had succeededei
